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Conservation’s Future
By: Tom Buckley

Each year around this time I watch with some interest the decisions that are made in Des Moines that may have
an effect on issues related to conservation and recreation in our state. Often those decisions are minor and do
not seriously affect the day to day activities as they relate to our recreation and choices.

However, this year there is a bill currently being debated in the House and Senate that has the potential to assure
the sustainability of conservation and recreation programming long into the future of our state. In 2010, after the
Legislature had previous approved the measure to create a constitutionally protected fund for conservation, the
public voted with a 63 percent margin to permanently establish that fund. The purpose of the fund called the
Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund at the time of passage is to provide a permanent source of
funds to insure the health of Towa’s waterways land and provide for a legacy of conservation and

recreation opportunities for future generations.

To accomplish the various tasked addressed by the constitutional amendment calls for a 3/8 cent increase of the
state sales tax. At the time of this writing that 3/8 cent increase is being debated in both the House and Senate.
If the 3/8 cents tax should pass out of both Houses and receive the Governor’s signature the Trust Fund would
generate approximately $150 million annually to be spend on seven designated areas. According to the Natural
Resources Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund Report these areas include Soil Conservation and Water Protection,
Watershed Protection, Natural Resources, Local Conservation Partnerships, Resource Enhancement and Protec-
tion, Trails and Lake Restoration.

What the passage of this bill could mean locally would be an increase of funding to the Conservation Board
through the annual REAP allotment, the opportunity for additional grant
funds for projects that are highly competitive, the opportunity for fund-
ing to create local trails and the opportunity for new funds to help
reduce soil erosion and improve water quality in our area lakes and
streams.

We encourage everyone to watch the progress of this bill as it is dis-
cussed in the State House. Passage of the 3/8 of a cent will provide not
only the needed funding to help assure recreational and conservation for
future generations but it will provide a Natural Resource Legacy that
can be the pride of every Iowan.




Geocaching: A Technological Treasure Hunt
By Ross Geerdes

All over the world there is a hunt going on. It is a high tech hunt. It is not a hunt for an animal, a fish, a per-
son, or even an object. Families are getting involved and finding themselves in remote areas searching high

and searching low.

Geocaching is a treasure hunt using today’s technology of GPS navigation. Participants navigate to hidden
caches by using a Global Positioning System (GPS) or smartphone, once in the area it is up to the hunter to
find the cache. Currently there are over 1.9 million Geocaches throughout the world and over 5 million active
Geocachers. Geocaching is a great activity for families, friends, or individuals to enjoy outside together.

There is no need to purchase fancy equipment or spend a lot of money on Geocaching. Anyone who has a
smartphone or already has a GPS device can begin searching for caches today! To begin a participant must
visit the website www.geocaching.com. By becoming a member to this website you will have access to all
the geocache locations throughout the world. A basic membership is free and enables you to download the
coordinates of sights directly to your GPS. After signing up participants will be able to search for geocaches
in their area by focusing the map to a specific zip code.

Geocaches are all over the world, but here in Lee County we have several fun and exciting caches to search
for. Most of the areas that the Lee County Conservation Board manages contain Geocaches. Currently there
are twelve sights at Wilson Lake Park alone, many of the caches are located on trails, while some are located
in more remote areas of the park and require more effort.

The reasons for getting involved in geocaching are endless. Some of the best reasons that people have given
for getting involved in geocaching is to spend time with family or friends or to spend time outdoors. There
are many clubs that have been formed to help geocachers meet each other and even have weekends and day
trips to locations to help find new caches. Whatever your reason for geocaching may be, it will prove to be a
worthwhile activity that you can enjoy year round no matter where you are at in the world.

If you would like to learn more join us for a Geocaching Program on November 2, 2013. The time and

location will be determined later.
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Youth Programs Ages 3-6
With An Adult

Ladybug Story Time Wilson Lake
June 11, 2013 9:30AM-11:00AM

Kids and an adult will :

learn about ladybugs. 1N -
They will enjoy a story, _
craft, searching for lady- -
bugs, and a snack.

Cost $10

Frog Story Time
Wilson Lake June 18,
2013
9:30AM-11:00AM
Kids and an adult will
learn fun facts about
frogs and their life cy-
cle. They will listen to a
story, touch live frogs,
make a craft, and enjoy a snack.

Cost $10
Fox Story Time Wilson Lake
June 20, 2013 9:30AM-11:00AM

Kids and an adult will learn about sly foxes
through a story, craft, games, and snack. They
will get to touch fox furs, see track replicas,
and more.

Cost $10

Youth Programs
Ages 7 and Up

6:00PM-9: acm.g
‘Wilson Lake

Learn about the animals of the
night. We will hike, have a camp-
fire, play games, make crafts, and
explore the night at Wilson Lake.
Registration is for both nights and each night has
different activities. Cost $18

Canoe/Kayak Camp
Pollmiller Park
July 9, 2013
10AM-2PM

Join us for a day filled
with water activities. Try out a kayak in the lake or
paddle with friends in the canoe. There will be
water games, crafts, swimming, and a snack.
Please bring along a sack lunch, swimwear, and
clothes that can get wet. Participants must be at
least 9 years old. Cost $18

Native American Tales &Crafts Camp
July 17, 2013 Wilson Lake
10AM-2 PM
Participants will listen to Native American
tales about different animals of the woodland.
They will make Native American themed
crafts, hike the woods, learn about ancient
tools, and enjoy a snack. Please bring along a
sack lunch. Cost $18

Outdoor Adventure Camp
Ages 12-15

O e T T e e e i e iy
Outdoor Adventure Camp
Ages 12-15 Camp Lookout
Boys July 28-July 30, 2013
Girls August 1-3, 2013
This camp is for young adults who enjoy the
outdoors and would like to learn more about it.
Some highlights last year were archery, tree
stand safety, gun safety and shooting at the gun
club, mussel hunting in the river, cleaning cat-
fish, turkey net demo, and hunting information.
The girls will participate in the I[A DNR
Hunter Safety Education Course and the boys
will participate in the IA DNR Bowhunter
Safety Course. Cost $30

Please call for a separate registration form.
Space is limited to 25 so call early because
registration is filled on a first form received,
first registered basis.

The majority of the additional cost is
sponsored by Three Rivers Conservation
Foundation, Lee County Pheasants
Forever and Quail Forever.

Three Rivers Conservation Foundatio



The Environmental Education Department would like to thank all those who assisted us with
programs, materials, and funding. Your support is always appreciated.

Easter Egg 2013
Montrose Health Center
Heather Wellman
Heath Hoenig

Quentin Estrada
Kendrin McCormick
Glenn & Nancy Johlas
Diane VerDught

Julie Benge’s Fort Madison Work Experience Class
Mike & Jody Anderson
Brad & Sherry Geerdes
Sandra Fullhart-Snyder
Eldon Snyder

Shelley Hoenig

TADNR Hunter Safety Course

Joe Fourdyce

Kevin Brothers

Steve Tabone

George Morgan

Ross Geerdes

Dustin Johnson

Karen Johlas-Szalkowski

4-H Youth Learning Center in Donnellson, IA

Kayak Funding
Sharron Niggemeyer Memorial

Basket Making
Therese Cummiskey
_Iowa State University Extension Office in Donnellson, IA

Moose Skull
. Sandra Fulhart-Snyder

Earth Day Cleanup at Red Wing
Heather Hutchison
’ Shoquon Area Geocacher’s

Grant Funding for Outdoor Adventure Camp 2013
William Kuhlmeier Trust




Kids Scholarship
Fishing Toumaments

Lee County Conservation Board, Lee County Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever, and local sponsors will be hosting kids fishing
tournaments this summer for ages 3-16. The top two from each age group will participate in finals tournament held in

August 2013. Each individual tournament will include a lunch, trophies, and big and little fish prizes. There will be a $2 fee
per child to help pay for prizes and lunch. Registration will start at 7:30 AM and the tournaments will be from 8AM-11AM. For
more information contact LCCB at 319-463-7673.

Date Location

May 18, 2013 Heron Bend Fishing Area
Hwy 61 South of Fort Madison

June &, 2013 Dallas City, IL

For more information please contact
Harold Northup 217-852-3803

June 15, 2013 Pollmiller Park
West Point, IA
July 20, 2013 Chatfield Park
Keokuk, TA
Finals TBA

August 17, 2013

2013 events sponsored by Lee County
Conservation Board, Three Rivers
Conservation Foundation, Jim Queisner
- Memorial, Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever,
and local business

Three Rivers Conservation Foundatio?




Upcoming Environmental Education Programs
Spring 2013-Fall 2013

Earth Day Walk & Smores  April 22, 2013

Heron Bend Conservation Area Trail 7-8PM

Join the LCCB staff for an evening Earth Day stroll on the gravel Heron Bend
trail. There will be 3 gourmet assortment of smores to enjoy around the
campfire. Come and qo as you please, informational signs will be located
along the trail. Donations are appreciated. In the event of inclement weather the event will be held on April
23,2013.

Canoe/Kayak River Float  May 4, 2013 TBA 9AM

Join the Lee County Conservation Board naturalists to padd|e the river by canoe or kayak.
River location to be announced later depending on water levels. All participants are re-
quired to wear 3 lifejacket, which will be provided along with equipment. The cost is $30
per canoe (max 2 adults and one child in a canoe) and kayak cost is $15 per person
(kayakers must be at least 16 years old). If you would like to bring your own canoe or
kayak the cost is $10 and you will be responsible for transportation of your canoe or
kayak. Kayaks and canoes will be reserved on 2 first to register basis with 3 limited number > o
available. Participants should bring along a sack lunch, plenty of water, sunscreen, and wear
clothing that can get wet. Pre-registration and pre-payment is required, Call LCCB at
319-463-7673 to register. :

Kids Fishing Tournament  Various Dates/Locations  Registration 7:30 AM

Fishing 8BAM -11AM

Kids ages 3 to 16 accompanied by an adult are welcome to join us for 3 kids fishing
£ tournament. Lunch and prizes will be after fishing. Registration starts at 7:30AM

and fishing will be from 8AM to TIAM. Anglers will be divided into 4 age groups.

Those placing st and 2nd at each tournament will be invited to 3 finals event in

August.

May 18, 2013 Heron Bend June 8, 2013 Dallas City

June 15,2013 Pollmiller Park July 20,2013 Chatfield Park
Horseback Riding ~ Various Dates Shimek State Forest 2PM

June 8,2013, July 6,2013, September 28,2013, and October 12, 2013

Join the LCCB naturalist and the Westercamp family on a 3 hour horseback ride through Shimek State Forest. Horses
and shacks are provided. Pre-registration and pre-payment is required and space is limited to 12 riders. All participants
are required to sign a waiver form and the fee is $30 per rider. To register call LCCB at 319-463-7673. Directions will
be given upon registration. In the event of rain or trail closure, we will contact each tider to reschedule. Refunds will
only be made if LCCB cancels the ride.

Paddle at Pollmiller July 12,2013 Pollmiller Park Beach Area 5:30PM-8:30PM
Join the Lee County Conservation Board naturalists to paddle around Pollmiller Park Lake to enjoy the sunset and
wildlife in the evening. Participants can stop by the beach area any time between 6PM-9PM to try out a kayak or ca-
noe. All equipment including lifefackets will be available and staff will be on hand for basic instruction. Equipment
and paddling time may be limited based on number of participants. There is no charge for this event, but donations

are appreciated.



Monarch Tagging  September 14,2013 Wilson Lake Prairie Area
9AM to Noon

Join us to learn about the monarchs, their life cycle, migration to Mexico, and possi-
bly tag a wild monarch. There will be a limited number oFbuﬁerﬂy nets available for
use. Participants should dress for the weather and wear footwear to hike in the praitie.
You are welcome to bring your own insect net. Please meet at the Prairie Area, near
the cabins 3t Wilson Lake. The cost is $2 per person. Call LCCB for more information
at 319-463-7673, This event is part of the 1,000 acts of conservation for the state.

Dutch Oven Cooking Sept 16,2013 Heron Bend Conservation Area

5:30 PM
Join the Lee County Naturalists to learn about Dutch Oven Cooking. Help us prepare deli-
cious recipes and enjoy a complete meal all made in the Dutch Oven. Participants should
bring their own table service and lawn chair. The cost is $5 per person and the program is
geared towards those 16 years and older. At least five participants must be registered in order
to hold this event. Pre-registration is required by September 13, 2013, to register contact
LCCB gt 319-463-7673.

Non-scary Halloween Hike Oct 19,2013 Wilson Lake  6:30-8:30PM

Join the LCCB staff and volunteers for 3 non-scary hike through the woods. We are still working on this year's
theme, but its always something new and fun. So join us to learn about animals and plants along the lighted trail.
Reservations are required. The cost is $2 per person to help cover costs of refreshments and costumes. Groups will
leave every 1/2 hour from the largc—: shelter. Call LCCB at 319-463-7673 to reserve your time.

Lee County Conservation Board Meetings

March 12, 2013 TBA

Aprl'l 9, 2013 May 14, 2013

June 11,2013 July 8,2013
August 13,2013 Septem ber 10,2013
October 8,2013

Meetings are open to the public and held at Heron
Bend Conservation Area at 6 PM.

Three Rivers Consetvation Foundation Meetings
April 18,2013 June 20,2013
August 15, 2013 October 17, 2013

Meetings are open to the public and held at Heron
Bend Conservation Area at 4 PM.

Check out program pictures and the latest happenings on our Facebook
page Lee County Conservation Board.




Lee County Conservation Board Recreational Area’s
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:;:f - = (¢ Lee County Conservation Board Staff
—1> ol ) Tom Buckley, Director
i | ontrose Diana, VerDught, Administrative Assistant
| . : ;
I John Pawling, Operation Supervisor
N Karen Johlas-Szalkowski, Naturalist
] : Ross Geerdes, Assistant Naturalist
s > Rick Tebbs, Wildlife Manager
Dustin Johnson, Wildlife Manager/Park Ranger
Clint Oldfield, Park Ranger
o . Keokuk
2

Three Rivers Conservation Foundation

Thomas Hoffman, President
Don Edwards, Vice President
William Mullan, Treasurer
Ed Kircher, Director

Mel Allison, Director

John Schuldt, Director

Mary Moore, Director

Joan Crowe, Director

Harry Sylvester, Director
Thomas Hutchcroft, Director

Lee County Conservation Board
Sandra Fullbart-Snyder, President

Roger Whitaker, Vice President
Kevin Brothers, Secretary
William Mullan

Mike Pulis

Poaching is a crime call "TIP"
1-800-532-2020

IADNR Conservation Officer
Joe Fourdyce

319-470-0788
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Outdoor Adventure Camp
Sponsored by

Three Rivers Conservation Foundatio?

Camp for Boys July 28-30, 2013
(Includes IA DNR Bow Hunter Safety Course)

Registration July 28, 2013 at 9 AM Depart July 30, 2013 at 4 PM
Wildlife Conservation Catfish cleaning and fish fry
Rifle Shooting Canoeing

Archery Muzzleloading

Basics on how to huntdeer & turkey Archery

Shotgun shooting Furharvesting/Trapping
Waterfowl Decoy Setup Goose Hunting

Gun Cleaning Game Care & Handhng
Turkey Net Demo Fly Fishing Basics & Fly tying

Adult chaperones will also have the opportunity to participate in all activities.
Certification will be given after passing the exam. Activities are subject to change.

Camp for Girls August 1-3, 2013
(Includes IA DNR Hunter Safety Course)

Registration August 1, 2013 at 9 AM Depart August 3, 2013 at 4 PM
Iowa Hunter Education Wildlife Conservation

Firearm Safety Fish ID, cleaning catfish, and fish fry
Wildlife ID & Game Care Fly Fishing Basics & Fly tying
Hunter Responsibility/Ethics Canoeing

Hunting Laws Rifle & Shotgun Shooting

Archery Muzzleloading
Furharvesting/Trapping

Adult chaperones will also have the opportunity to participate in all activities.
Certification will be given after passing the exam. Activities are subject to change.

For more information contact Karen or Ross at:
Lee County Conservation Board

PO Box 218

Montrose, A 52639

Phone 319-463-7673 Fax 319-463-5013

Email: kjszalkowski@leecounty.org

-8




Objective — These camps allow the participants to experience many hunting, conservation, and recreational opportunities
that are available in the great outdoors of Iowa and become aware of the state’s great diversity. Activities are led by experts
in their field, which allows participants to leave with a new found confidence in new and old activities.

Participants — Camps are for young adults ages 12 to 15 who enjoy the outdoors and would like to learn more and
improve their skills.

Location — Camp Lookout, Montrose, Iowa Camp Lookout is located on the bluff of the Mississippi River above
Montrose which offers a breath taking view. The diverse habitats of the area are ideal for this purpose. We will also use the
Heron Bend Wildlife Area.

Lodging will be in bunk house style cabins with 12 young adults and 2 adults per cabin. You will need to bring your own
linens (pillow, blanket, sheets, towels, sleeping bag, etc). Shower facilities are at the site. All buildings are smoke free. The
food is included and will be prepared on site by our concessionaire. You will not be hungry!

Chaperones - Chaperones get a 3 day free vacation while enjoying the great outdoors with young adults. Chaperones truly
make the camp flow smoothly and make a difference on what the young adults learn from this camp. The camp would not
be a success without the help and support of chaperones. As a chaperone your responsibility is being a part of a group
during the day and making sure the group gets to each activity. At night you are responsible for 12 young adults. But the
most important responsibility is to make sure everyone is having fun, including yourself! We ask that chaperones be at
least 16 years old and a background check is required prior to camp for all chaperones.

How to Register — Mail the completed registration form at the bottom of the page, elong with a $30 check JSor camp fees
to LCCB, PO Box 218, Montrose, 1A 52639, (319-463-7673). Please make checks payable to Three Rivers Conservation
Foundation. The additional cost of $130 per camper will be sponsored by the Three Rivers Conservation Foundation,
Quail Forever, Lee County Pheasants Forever Chapter, and grants.

Registration is on a first form received, first registered, & space is limited to 25 participants in each camp.
The deadline to register is July 22,2013. IF YOU ATTENDED CAMP LAST YEAR YOU ARE NOT

ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND THIS YEAR.

~ Once you are registered, a packet of information will be sent to you before camp starts. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Make check payable to Three Rivers Conservation Foundation & mail to: PO Box 218, Montrose, IA, 52639

Name Name that will appear on name tag
Food Allergies or Dietary Restrictions (A health form will be sent prior to camp)
Address /

(City, State, & Zip)
Phone Birth Date Age (must be 12-15 during the camp)
Social Security Number (necessary for certification in DNR safety courses)
T-Shirt Size Small Medium Large XL Other size (list)

Parent Signature

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE CAMP (check one) Boys Camp July 28-30,2013 Girls August 1-3,2013
I would like to be a chaperone.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JULY 22, 2013




‘Donagtion's

Thank you to all qf our friends ﬁ:r your donations. Your donations are Jvﬁzcecf in the T 51;

Rivers Conservation Foundation account unless gnecfﬁ’eaf otherwise.
2
-

Confributing Member ~ $1 - $99
Betty Buckley, New Burn, NC
David & Meryl Brewer, Keokuk
Phillip & Jeanne Caropreso, MD, Keokuk
Steve C. Dermand, Indianola
Nancy Gaunt, Keokuk
Gary & Joan Gaunt, Keokuk
Shane & Jennifer Hall, Fort Madison
Jerry & Cheryl Ireland, Denmark
Tommy C. & Lynn Kearns, Donnellson
George & Sandy Morgan, Keokuk
Donald & Flaine Sporkman, West Point
Marvin & Phyllis, Keokuk
John & Barbara Geyer, Montrose
Mr. Ray Holt, Donnellson
Bruce & Diane Huddleson, Fort Madison
Lee Kane, Keokuk
Jerry & Diane Kearns, Keokuk
LeRoy & Rozella Kincaid, Fort Madison
John & Nancy Martin, Keokuk
Kent Mulholland, Fort Madison
Frank & Anne Reed, Fort Madison
Bernie & Vicki Stephenson, Fort Madison
Howard Sutlive, Keokuk
Michael & Elaine Woodring, Keokuk

Contributing Member continued ~ $1 - $99

Kenneth Galle, Montrose
Wayne & Betty Kaiser, Fort Madison
Rod & Patty Knustrom, Fort Madison

Gary & Jeannie Welsh, Montrose
Jim & Susie Flockhart, Keokuk
David & Francis Sprunger, Keokuk
William & Helen Calhoun, Montrose
W.A. Sheaffler Memorial Found., Fort Madison
Sandy Szalkowski, Nashua
Sharon Kraus, Keokuk
Judy Beaird, Keokuk

Supporting Member ~ $100 - $499
Denny & Kathy Osipowicz, Fort Madison
Jim & Dana Rheinschmidt, Fort Madison

Roy & Dana Bartlett, Fort Madison
Jeff Allerman, Keokuk
Sally & Warren Barnum, Fort Madison
Janet Dinkel, Keokuk
Byron & Carol Ellis, Fort Madison
Ivan & Bonnie Hasselbasch, Keokuk
Philip & Donna Hoffman, Bourbonnais, Il
Colleen Kirchner, Fort Madison
Sustaining Member ~ $500 - $299

Tracy & Joel Kamp, Fort Madison

Sustaining Member (confinued) Meyers
Driveway & Septic Tank, Keokuk
Life Member ~ $1,000
Ernie & Chery Schiller, Alicia Schiller - Holland
Amanda Schiller - Kite, Arie Schiller
Quail Forever, Great River (IL) Chpt. 3021
Janice Morgan, Keokuk
Gary & Joan Grohn, Julie Nickel, Janie Rees
Community Foundation, North Lee County
Community Foundation, South Lee County
Eleanor R. Denning, Houghton
Merlin Hellman
Gary & Barbra McVey, Fort Madison
Quail Forever, Great River (IL) Chpt. 3021
Pheasants Forever, Lee Co. Chapter
Mary Moore & John Schuldt, Fort Madison
Edward Kircher D.D.S., Keokuk
John Vermazen
Agnes V. Benstein Foundation, Reokuk
Climax Molybdenum, Montrose
Don & Donna Hall, Denise Boyer, Ft. Madison
Louise Marcoux Fuller & J.R. Fuller, Keokuk
Catfish Bend Casino
David & Suzanne Waddell, Keokuk

The Lee County Conservation Board, Three Rivers Conservation Foundation Board and Statf would like fo sincerely Thank you.
Your donations have been used for the Lee County Conservation Board’s following projects.
The Cabin’s erected at Wilson Lake Park, 2195 220th Street. Donnelison, lowa.
Educating foday's youth at Adventure Camp and Day Camps.

The Stone marker at the Trumpeter Marsh.

Prizes and scholarships or the annual Youth Fishing Tournament

Frizes for the Trout Fishing Derby af Wilson Lake Park.

Daily educational programs in the public schools by the Environmental Education Department

Where your gift can make a difference for the future

Contributing Member - $10 — $99
Supporting Member - $100 - $499

Become a Member of the
Three Rivers Conservation Foundation

Membership Categories:

Life Member - $1000

You will receive the River County Conservation LCCB’s newsletter.,
Three Rivers Conservation Foundation is recognized as a 501 (¢ ) 3 organization,

Name:

Sustaining Member - $500 - $999

Address:

*hone:

\mount Enclosed: $

I'want to volunteer to help

I want to receive the Newsletter






